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DISTILLERS oF CORN SPIRITS 
IN NORTH BR 241 N. 


HE 4th artiele of the Treaty of Union between England 
Land Scotlanddeclares, . That all ſubejcts of the United 
(. Kingdom of Great Britain, ſhall have full freedom and inter- 
& courſe of trade and. navigation, to and from. any port, or 
place, within the United Kingdom, and the dominions 
« and plantations thereunto belonging; and that there be 
„' communication of all other rights, privileges, and advan- 
« tages, which do, or mar ne to the lubie ects of either 


6 


Kin dom. 


Article 18th id « 'That the laws concerning the 
4 re gulations of trade, cuſtoms, and fuch exciſes to which Scot- 
4 land is, by virtue of the Treaty, to be liable, be the anne 


„in Sootlances in England. 4 


a) 


A. 
1 


In the year 1784, The draught of a Bill was pre- 
_ pared, chiefly under the direction of the Malt Diſtillers of 
London, w hereby Scotland was, ſo far as regards the matter 
of Diſtillery, to be diſunited from England, the duties 
paid in Scotland were to be withdrawn from the manage- 
ment of the Scotch Board of Exciſe, and like Brandy from 
France, and Geneva from Holland, to be entered and paid 
for at the Engliſh ports. The tranſit of goods from Scot- 
land to London was, by this Bill, to-have been loaded with 
ſo many difficulties, penalties, and forfeitures, as amounted 
to an abſolute prohibition. 'The Scottiſh traders oppoſed 
this intended Bill. ' They publiſhed and diſperſed a Caſe to 
the Members of the Legiſlature, exhibiting the partiality, 
injuſtice, and impolicy of its enactments, in a light ſo ſtrong, 
that the ſcheme Was dropped. A general Diſtillery Bill 
paſſed that year, for both parts of the United Kingdom, con- 
taining many enactments, evidently . againſt the trade 
of the N orth. 


In the year 1783, the Scottiſh Board of Exciſe, in their 
| Report to the Committee of Enquiry, had ſuggeſted, © That 
« an adequate duty, in lieu of all the duties, ſhould be im- 
te poſed by way of licence, to be paid annually for every 
ſtill, according to its ſize, at a fixed rate per gallon, which 
&« would be certainly aſcertained, would be eafily levied, and 
„with difficulty evaded ; while it would ſave to the reve- 
nue the expence of many officers, and relieve the licenſed 
- $6 traders of every reſtriction of which they complain” 


From 


639 


From that time the ſcheme of a licence duty continued 
to be ſpoken of with approbation. f ET 


The Diſtillers of London, conſiſting of a few Houſes, 
have, for many years, by means of large capitals, and me- 
thods of management common to the engroſſers of trade, 
: ſecured to themſelves a monopoly, as they themſelves ſet 
” forth, of eleven-twelfths of the Diſtillery of England. 


Holland employs ſome andres of Diſtilleries, and in 
! a ee at this n, 200 great and imall are work- 


This monopoly is of vaſt advantage to individuals, 
though detrimental to the trade of the Kingdom, and hurt- 
ful to the land-owners, as it veſts in a few men the excluſive 
regulation of the prices of corn. It is not, therefore, to be 
wondered at, that the poſſeſſors ſnould bend all their atten- 
tion, power, and influence, to repreſs any invaſion upon a 
trade, to which long poſſeſſion had, in chair minds, created 
the idea of a right. 


The Monopoliſts of London, therefore, impreſſed it upon 
Government, and upon the Public, that the Diſtillers of the 
North could not hold their ground, or appear in the market 
of the capital, by any other means but — of evading the 


duties of. law. 
| To 


"ny OS} res ry . * 
—. ³˙ wm -w ̃ ITS oe 


— 2 V3 
= 3 
_ * 
*. p 53 
Xx 5 ＋ : 
i 4 
'& 
= - 
41 
B. 
1 
ith 
4: 
* & 
is 
I 
92 
2 
42% 
4 4 
8 
7 
7 
io 
i 
: 
4 
* 
; 
* 
* 
5 
+ 
4.5 
. 
S 
& 
E 


{4 ) 


© this it was anſwered, that the benefit of their trade 


| aroſe not ſo much from the profit upon Spirits, as from the 


advantages the Manufacturers reaped from the combining 
agriculture with diſtillation, by feeding great quantities 
of large cattle, and improving waſte low-rented grounds, 
with the manure afforded from the Diſtillery, (in Londorr 


thrown into the river) by the cheapneſs of their _ 
and low rate of wages to their workmen. 


In order to convince the Diſtillers of London of the miſ- 
take, an offer was made to work with thera upon any terms 
of equality, that could be decided. They declared them- 
{elves to be ſatisfied, either to continue upon the mode of 


_ exciſe as then eſtabliſhed, or that the duties ſhould be altered 
to that of a licence upon the ſtills. | 


This os Was univerſally rej jected by the Manufac- 
turers of London. 


The Scotch Diſtillers next fuggeſted, that one hal 17 0 of the 


duties ſhould be levied by the exiſting mode of exciſe, and 


the other half by licence, in order to diminiſh the temptation 
on either ſide, of evading the duties, by payment of one- 
half thereof according to a certain rule. 


This was alſo peremptorily rejected. 
The 


6 
The Diſtillers of Scotland ſaggeſted- another . method, 
viz. That the.duties ſhould be raiſed upon the prime ma- 
terial, the corn itſelf, from which the ſpirit. was extracted. 


But this ſeemed to be equally — to the London 
%% ͤ :: · Q et 


The propoſition theſe Gentlemen ſeemed. to liſten ta, 

Was, that of a Licence Duty for Scotland, at a low rate, | 
and an Equalizing, Duty upon the ſpirits when landed in 
England. By this means the Scotch were to be fixed down, 
Firſt, to a duty upon their ſtills in Scotland, and to another 


upon every gallon landed in England, neither of which 
e „ now ws 1 


An agreement Was ultimately . and a minute : 
of it ſubſcribed in theſe terms: In. preſence. of Sir Wil- 
&« lam Cunnyngham, Bart. Henry Beaufoy, Eſq. Philip Mitcalf, Eſq. 
« Meflirs. Payne and Smith, on behalf of the London Diſ- 
« tillers, propoſed, That the Equalizing Duties to be paid 
hs upon Corn Spirits diſtilled. i in Scotland, upon licenced ſtills, 

II 4 loi * SF 4 annum, on the contents, 
2 ſhall, — wn importation i into England, not exceed 
the ſum of one ſhilling and ten-pence, at the ftrength 
« of one to ten over hydrometer proof; and-in 3. proportion, 
« if the ſtrength is more or leſs.” 


- £ooa: f 


a C 


F > 


n N 5 
W difference,” n 


WN 
. Mr. Ponies Hug, for himſelf, and Mr. Archiſn, on be- : 


half of himſelf and ſeveral Scotch Diſtillers, agr ce 0 : 


« oy one e ond neo re n 


„„ 
„ 


« The difference of the penny to be referred to the Houſe 


. * X. - 


& of Commons, incaſe the parties do not. ade. ira with re- 


1 e 0 was concluded too late in the Seſſion of 
Parliament, 178 55 to be at © TEAK time attempted t to 0 carried | 
into execution. OM 
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Nerve, 1786, the Licence ſcheme was renewed by the 


parties, upon the footing of the agreement | before engroſſed. 


After various meetings, and a canvaſs of every circumſtance, 


the offers on each ſide came to within three-ba Ypence of 


each other, which #bree-hal Ifpence was re ferred to the 


Right Honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer. And, 
at an audience, in which the chief traders concerned were | 


preſent, the Chancellor of the E chequer Was ple: ſed to add 
one penny to the ſum 4g — — Diſtillers, : 


after which IE Licence Bill ey into the laws Dow w exiſting, 


by 


The declared purpoſes upon the part of Government, i in | 
this meafure, were, Firf, to make a trial in Scotland of 
the effects and conſequences of the much talked of ſcheme 
of levying the duties according to the capacities of the ſtills; 

and 


"444," 


Penis the a 8. * re 


* and occu the market of their coun 


The obj ect laſt mentioned was LE ORAL to thie prin- 


cipal Diſtillers of Scotland, from high authority, and: ey 
ſet about the attainment of it, 2 all the affiduity, in- | 


Auſtry, and enen, they were It 


1 7s ufacture of Holland, is be ert which, 

Faw near a century paſt, has chiefly diftrefled the home 
nufacturers in Scotland; the taſte and peculiar flavou 
Jong habit, a. become "NIE to the palates 

u 


ler was aware that he had a Ki ts of EY 

: e, to combat, which could not be done by the low- 
neſs of price alone. It behoved him to bec ome maſter of 
the ſecrets-of Dutch diſtillation, and to ee a ſpirit of 
the fame quality and flavour. 


The Diſtil. 


To + attain this 8 no 3 no expences w 
ſpared. Diſtillers were brought from Holland ; large addi- 
tional works were erected, and great capitals embarked, and 
at laſt the objec 
duced of Brin manufacture, of Tuck exact reſemblance in 

quality 


them an opportunity of repreſſing the illicit trade ot tf Foreign 


t was happily obtained: a ſpirit was pro- 


( 8 * 
quality with that of Holland, that the beſt judges Sa, | 


able to diſcern one from the other. Seizures of parcels 
were made, by the moſt knowing Officers of Exciſe, as 


Holland Gin illegally imported, and proof brought upon trial 
of the goods being Britiſh manufacture. 


Ihe Diſtillers now flattered themſelves with ſucceſs fully 
fulſilling the views of Government, and in reaping the well 
earned advantages of their labour, induſtry, and expence. 


They met with a fatal dilappointment: Under: the ex- 
pectation of a warm ſupport from every member of Go- 
vernment, they little expected to have their hopes over- 
thrown, and their ſcheme entirely quaſhed by the Board of 
Exciſe in Scotland. So it was, that certain orders had been 
iſſued by that Board, whereby permits were refuſed for the 
ſale of the ſpirits after they were manufactured. Theſe 
orders, and the practice conſequent upon them, were as 
contrary to law, as they were againſt good policy, and the 
purpoſes for which the Licence Act was chiefly intended. 
But there was no appeal or immediate remedy, The Foreign 
ſpirits had the advantage of permits, and conſequently of 


A general {ale ; every attempt to meet: them! in the manet 
Was defeated. | 4 450 


* 


Deprived, in this manner, of the poffefion of the home | 
market, the Manufacturers were obliged to give over the at- 


tempt, 


| BI 
tempt, to take down the frills and the by ildings they had 
prepared, and once more to employ their works i in making | 


ſpirits for the market of L ondon, the only market left 
pen: to them. +87 1 | x 


The Diſtillers of the Capita, who, by fixing the Equa- 
kaing Duty ſo high, had, it ſeems, expected it to operate 
as a prohibition; finding chemſelves diſappointed, preſented 
a Petition in December laſt, to the Honourable the Houſe 
of Commons, ſtating, that the Licence Act « was intended 
to impoſe upon the Diſtillery of Scotland duties equiva- 
© lent to thoſe paid by the Diſtillery of England, and that 
e the Equalizing Duties impoſed by the ſaid Act, were ſet- 
«tled under the influence of miſrepreſentation ;” and 
| therefore praying that A further CP un be i im- 
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The Diſtillers af Scotland 1 * Petition to 4hie | 
- Houſe, praying to be heard by Counſel, and to be allowed 
to give CVE on their * 


| The evidence af both Kiev 0 was W at TRE Bar of thet 

| Honourable Houle, and a Bill brought i in, reciting the Acts 

for regulating the Diſtillery. in both Kingdoms; and alſo. 
reciting, That it is found by experience, that the ſaid Du- 
_ « ties. are not equivalent, and that it is expedient to impoſe 
an additional Duty on Britiſh { Pirits manufactured in Scot- 
CC e land, 


_ «- 


( 10 Y 
« land, md brought from chene into any other part of the 
4 United Kingdom, on or before the sth day of July, 1788.“ 
And therefore enacting, « That there ſhall be levied and 
« paid for every gallon of Britiſh ſpifits, of the ſtrength 


& there mentioned, which ſhall be manufactured in Scot= 
land, and brought from thence into any other part of the- 
United Kingdom, from and after the paſſing, of the ſaid. 
« Act, and on or before the 5th. day of July, 1788, an ad- 
* ditional Duty of Six-pence per gallon,” to be paid by the 
n thereof, before the en thereof.” 
This Bill, . all FE nn a to it 
upon the part of the traders, importers of the ſpirits, thus. 
over and W has paſſed the Houſe of Commons. 


The perſons E pieved have therefore. no 3 8 : 
in the great wiſdom, juſtice, and equity of this moſt Ho- 
nourable Houſe; and mey hope for leave * 0 re- 


preſent 


OBJECTIONS 70 be PRINCIPLE of the BILL... 
'T H E. Licence Act Was declared to be an experimental | 
law, calculated for the attainment of two: objects: Firſt, 
The exclufion of Foreign ſpirits from the market of Scot- 
land; and next, to gain an exact knowledge of the conſe- 


quences and effects of levying the Duties on the capacities 
of 


©1642 

of the ſtills. The Diſtillers of. Scotland kft 1 
done, on their part, to attain the firſt of theſe mung 4 
they placed a great part of their capitals on the ſucceſs, and 
were diſappointed in the manner already ſtated: they laid 
their ſituation in an humble Memorial before the Lords of 
mis Majeſty's Treaſury, and being without ee were 
e to abandon t the undertakin g. 


As to the eber matter, Government” Has attained ther 1 
- knowledge of the buſineſs wanted, but it has been at 
the charges of private traders, who were at the expence of 
new modelling their. works, and making great alterations 


for the new cam of manufacture held out to them by theA® — 


( 


Laws of experiment are of lira ited endurance; but the 
parties concerned have hitherto, in every caſe, enjoyed the- 


term preſcribed. The duration of the Licence Act was o 
years, which do not expire till the 5th July next; and! it Was 
in . upon the exiſtence of the law during that 
term, that the traders in Scotland were induced to accept of 
ity expend their time, and 'venture their money. Parli- 
ament did not, as in the late Experimental Act for farming 
the Poſt-horſe Duty, reſerve a power of reſumption at any 8 
time during the term. No ſuch power was reſerved i in the 
Licence Act. One year elapſed, new licences were taken 
out for the preſent year, and thereby the perſons licenſed 
are bound to vun. ind to pay the duties to the 5th of July 
next. 


The 
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The Bill r now objected to, propoſes to break i in upon ne | 


Wert remainder of the two years, to alter the terms of the 


Act of Parliament, and to load the trade from the North 5 


with a fifth-part of additional Gees, 


Whether or not there be a precedent in the records of 


Legiflation for an Act ſo very ſtrong, t the concerned preſume 
not to ſay; but if any ſuch ever exiſted, they apprehend they 
may venture to affirm, that it muſt have proceeded either 


upon the conſent, or at leaſt the acquieſcence of thoſe RA 
intereſts were affected. 


The purpoſe held out in the preſent Caſe, is to equalize 


the duties Payable. by the Diſtillers of _ and N orth 


Britain. 


The Manufacturers of Scotland, in no part of the buſi- 


neſs, ever pretended to unequality ; they were content to be 


ſubjected to the ſame laws and mode of Exciſe with the 


traders of London. They offered to work under a general 


licence; to divide the duties between the licence and ex- 


ciſe; to pay by the quantity of corn: in ſhort, to agree to 


any common meaſure, whereby equality might be eſta- 
bliſhed between every man of the trade. 


By the additional duties of the preſent Bill, the London 
Diſtillers have attained an — unſupportable by 
thoſe 


— od 


| C 
thoſe of the North, and that during the term in which the 
latter had no reaſon to expect any ſuch alteration; there- 
fore, the utmoſt length the Houſe of Commons could have 
gone, was to repeal the. Jaw preſumed to be erroneous, and to have f | 
placed the Diſtillers of Scotland upon the ſame ground 
from which they were taken by the Licence Act. 


By the Union of the Kingdoms, no ſuch Act could have 
paſſed againſt the conſent of the parties who were the ob- 
jects of it; and therefore, it is humbly ſubmitted to this moſt 
Honourable Houſe, if the terms which induced that con- 
ſent, can be altered before the CIR of the term, 
uon which all concerned en relied. Ho ail 
The par ties eee 3 the Floryonedble Houſe of 
Con s to. repeal the Licence Act immediately, and to 
put them upon the ſame footing with thoſe who had com- 
Plained ſo loud of an 2 1 n But their ir application Was 
refuſed. | NUR YO 0 & | ; 


1 


as nes next prayed to have, atleaſt, the lamentable remedy | 
of giving over their trade; of renοuᷣᷣe Wet: licences, for 
the four months to come, and of being Hbera ed from: pay- 8 
ment of . n to o Government, for's ods t _—_— cannot 
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The Petition of the London Diſtillers before ſtated, gave 


" beginning to the meaſures complained of, under a Pre- 
5 tence that the Act proceeded upon miſrepreſentation. By that ex- 
preſſion it appeared afterwards, they meant the number of 


times which the ſtills under licence could be run: yet the evi- 
dence given by one of the trade, at the Bar of the Houſe of 


Commons, declared that they were aware of the utmoſt that 


could be done by this means, and if they had not, a full op- 
portunity was given them by the year that intervened, be- 
twixt the date of the firſt agreement and the paing of the: 


Licence 18 


* 


The object in view bears no proportion to the ſtrong. 


and extraordinary meaſures which are neceſſary to attain 
it. Four months of the twenty-four being of little conſe- 
quence but to the traders themſelves, whoſe arran gements 


were made, corn and cattle purchaſed, contracts entered 
into, and ſervants hired in dependence, upon the expiration- 


of a term, of which they are now, by a ſudden and ſingular 


interference of the Legiſlature, to be deprived. The reve- 


nue cannot be benefited by this alteration, becauſe no part 


of the duty complained of can be paid; and it operates as a 
Prohibition againſt the Scots, and a Bounty to the Engliſh 


Diſtillers, at the moſt amm n x of td whole ue 


for working. 


* The evil tendency of this Bill muſt be evident, from 
the — fact: Four years ago, a Bill under the 


direftion 


68 

4 are ian the Lindon Diſtillers, was propoſed to he intr6duoed 
into Parliament, enacting, That Spirits made in Scotland, for 

England, ſhould pay no duties in Scotland, but ſhould pay the 
whole at landing in England. The duty to be paid then was 

in the exact proportion of what is now to be charged in 
England, without any Licence Duty, Therefore, that Bill which 
was ſo ſtrenuouſſy oppoſed, and prevented from being paſſed 
into a law, was ſo much berter than the Heſeut, V3.9 all the: 

| Licence * now * in Scotland. 


The parties aggrieved are now- to lay before this moſt 
Honourable * „ 


OBJECTIONS 


5 T 0 the — of calculations by which the additional duty 18. 
| charged againſt them. = 


15 By hs Statutes for a ts Diſtillery in England, 
the duties are laid at fix-pence a gallon upon the Waſh. It is 
provided, that twenty gallons of ſpirits be allowed, by the 
Officers who ſurvey the works, for every hundred gallons 
of waſh ; ſo that the duty under the Act of Parliament 7s 
25. 6d. per gallon on the ſpirit. The Diſtillers of Lon- 
don ſay, that though 20 gallons be got for a part of 
the year, and ſometimes more, yet, in contradiction to 
the Act of Parliament, they ſay, that the average quan- 


. for the time they whe 7 1s only 18 gallons ; conſe- 
| - quently, 
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aug they TY at the duty i is 28. 10d. The 5 
Scotch, on the other hand, ſay, that in ſtrikin g an Equalizing 
Duty, the lau, and not the pretences of intereſted parties, is 
to be ſolely attended to. The adjuſting of the quantity of 
ſpirits made from 100 gallons of waſh, was, as above ob- 
ſerved, no new matter; 1t was ſettled in the former Diſtil- 
lery law, in 1784, when both Countries were on the ſame | 


footing ; and.neither of them complained then of, that al- 
| lowance being too high. 


5 That the firſt intended Bill ths impoſing duties upon 
ſpirits from Scotland at importation, preſerved the pro- 
portion of twenty gallons to the hundred, and meant to 
impoſe an Equalizing Duty ere 


That the agreement in 178 1 for the Licence a Equa- 
lizing Duties, which preceded the preſent Act for near a 


twelve-month, Was founded upon enn r erer 


That the preſent Equalizing Duty was alſo ſtruck upon | 
the ſame data, in 1786, the Diſtillers of Scotland never hav- 


ing admitted the truth of the ſtory told about this matter 
by thoſe of London. YOUR © it: „ 


If the latter do not draw twenty gallons fairly, they 


_ ought not to take credit for that amount. If they can draw 


it, it acts as a premium to their ingenuity; and if they do 
not draw it, it is a certain method of ſecuring two gallons 


_ got by any other means. 


To 


TW 3; * 
To propoſe that the Scotch traders ſho Id pay the duty 5 
upon the ſpirits at the rate of eighteen gallons, i is to eſtabliſh 
an evident unequality. It would be, to depriveè them of 
| every chance, and every advantage enjoyed by others in 
the ſame trade; and it would go to deprive them of one of 
the few advantages of their northern climate, and alſo of the K 
| benefit of two 1 8 which. Oy can OP? _ 


It was admitted | by the doſilerite: at the Bar of the Houſe 
of Commons, that twenty gallons and upwards, were to be 
got at a particular: ſeaſon of the year, and zhe preſent is. the 
very ſeaſon referred to ; beſides, this ſeaſon laſts longer in Scot- 

land than in the South, by reaſon of the colder temperature, 
of the air. But from the advantage thence ariſin ng the 
traders are hd the Bull t to be excluded. 1 


il The Tg 1 ay ig uheig weg at any 
time. They may take advantage of ſeaſons, by giving 
over when the influence of them ceaſes; and in fact they 
do ſtop for ſeveral months in the year. The Diſtillers of 
Scotland, on the contra 75 are obliged to work, and I pay 
duties from one end of the year to the ather, without. A: 
ſion. The operation is therefore altogether different. It 
is impoſſible to judge between the parties, by any other 
rule, than the rule which: the law has 3 VIZ. ones 
A of Spirits to the hundred of Walſh. 1 


When the following cha are taken i 
account, the Scotch Diſtillers conſider themſelves as paying 


conſiderably above what thoſe of London pretend to pay. 
| E pas 'The 


* 


(Kay 

The calculation W upon the ſuppoſition of the 
ſtills being run at the rate of four times each twenty- four 
hours. But ſatisfactory evidence Was brought to the Bar 
of the Houſe of Commons, that the forcing them in that 
manner, is attended with a heavy expence of, ſpoiling the 
utenſils, burning the ſpirits, and damaging them in quality; 
and conſequently, they muſt be fold conſiderably below the 
market price. The ſtills cannot be worked in future, with- 
out being attended with the ſame loſſes and diſadvantages. 
The Diſtillers are to be bound to the mode of W 
without any allowa: ance upon theſe accounts. | 


The | cxlculetion 18 affected 1 den error, taken (it 

is ſuppoſed) upon the aſſertion of the London Diſtillers. 

The Low-Wine ſtills, are held to be one-fourth of the Waſn 

_. Mills; whereas, they are in fact from t#w9-fifths to the 
half. The Waſh: ftills are ſuppoſed to be charged five- 
ſixths, including the head, whereas they are T's throe- 
Hourrbu. 


Beſides, the Equalizing Duties are paid on Spirits, at im- 
portation, by the gauge; but the ſtocks of the London Diſ- 
tillers are permitted by weight, which makes a difference to 
the Scotch Diſtiller of ſeven-twelths of a penny per gallon, 
above the two ſhillings of Equalizin 8 Duty. 


It was proved at the Bar of the Houſeof Commons, that the 
Waſh uſed for making Gin was about five times weaker than 


{4 #9 ) 


the common London Waſh: yet the ſpirit from this weak 
' Waſh is charged at the ſame rate of duty. The Licence 


Duty upon Gia is from one ſhilling 8 and two- pence to one 


and four-pence per gallon. If the propoſed Equalizing 


Duty be added, then it behoved the Scotch Maker of Gin 
co pay three and eight-pence or three and ten-pence, in 


place of the two and ſixpence paid by the London Diſtil- 


| lers, u wor? their corn ſpirits. - 


From the: 8 prermiſes it is demonſtrated, that tare : 


is no method to do juſtice to the parties, but to replace 
them both where they formerly ſtood, under the ſame ge- 


neral law, and under the ſame mode and practice of Exciſe. 
The advantages which the Diſtillers in London enjoy, are 


= many and various, independent of duties. They occupy the 


Ipot of the market, which renders it impoffible to check the 


amount or extent of their operations. . Whereas the quantities 


of ſpirits ſent to London from diſtant works are always aſcer- 


tained in the tranſit Had the London Diſtillers been put 


under the Licence Act had they contrived to run their ſtills 
twice as often as the Scotch, it would have been impoſſible 
for the latter to have aſcertained the quantities made to 


5 have complained to Parliament, or to have ſubſtantiated A 


difference of daty, however great that difference mi vight. in 


reality have been. 
For all theſe reaſons, it is humbly hoped, that. a Bill of the 

tendency above ſtated, ruinous to a part of the es of 

Great Britain, ought not to pats into:a Law. 


f N. B. 


— 


6 
N. B. THE principal evidence who appeared at the Bar * 
the Houfe of Commons, who ſpoke to the quantity of ſpirits drawn 
by the Diſtillers of London, was Mr. Joſeph Benwell, a partner in 
the houſe of Mark, Bell, and Company, who declared, that the Li- 
cence Duty, which was intended to have been rod. per galton; 
(which added to the Equalizing Duty paid, makes 28. 10d. per gala 
lon) is reduced to one penny per gallon, ſuppoſing the Waſh to be 
of the ſtrength generally made; but as they may contend they 
« make their Waſh weaker, and that it of courſe does not pro- 
e duce the ſame quantity of ſpirit---if the produce 1s only half. 
5 what 1 is uſually drawn, in that caſe the Licence Duty does not 
" © exceed two-pence. This, of courſe, leaves them an advantage 
" « of WO per gallon.” 


When N what he paid 1 duty per gallon. on ſpirits 
diſtilled by him, he anſwered, above 25. gd. per gallon. And being 


further interrogated how he paid 28. gd. per callon—Anſwered 
in the following words; I take the amount of Duty chargeable 
4 on the Waſh I have diſtilled, and which Duty 1 have paid and 
a take the number of gallons of Spirits produced from that Waſh, 

« and I find it amounts to about 28. gd. per gallon of legal Spirit.” 


The Scotch Diſtillers moved for an account 3 the Exciſe, of 
the quantity of Spirits made by the ſix Diſtilling Houſes of Lon- 
don, from the 1ſt of Auguſt, 1786, to the 25th of June, 1787. 


A Report was made to the Houle of Commons at the very time 
in which the Bull paſſed (buthappened not to be adverted to)—that 
the quantities of Waſh diſtilled from the 1ſt of Auguſt, 1786, 

to 


& 21 1 
co the di of June, 1787, by Meſſrs. Mark! Bel}; and Copahy, 
of which the aforeſaid Joſeph Benwell is a partner, amounted to 
1,591,525 gallons of Waſh; which quantity of Waſh: produced 
303,280 gallons of Spirits, which was 19765 gallons of ſpirits, for 
every 100 gallons of Waffi; conſequently, the ſaid Mark, Bell, 
Joſeph Benwell and Company, even according to the Report of the 
Exciſe, and even ſuppoſing them to have taken no advantage what- 
ever of their * t. was no more than 28. uu Hp 


"The Bill, therefore, which has paſſed the Houſe of Commons, 
has proceeded u pon the evidence of a party intereſted againſt the 
evidence of his own Stock- Book, kept by the Officers of the Public, . 
and impoſed a difference of near two-pence againſt the Diſtillery | 
of Scotland, and according to the evidence brought by the Scots Dif- 
ſtillers, of 4 42d. more chan is confelſedly paid by the TY 
Diſtiller of London. 


This error "A the parties 3 humbly — 18 ſuffi 
cient cauſe for the Bill being rejected. 


Mr. Joſeph Benwell being alſo interrogated in theſe terms, 


< When you calculate that you pay 28. gd. per gallon, do you eſti- 
<< mate that 100. gallons of Waſh produce 20 gallons of Spirits?“ 


* 


:« I certainly do not; if I did, the duty would be but 28. 6d:” 
Do you mean to ſtate it as an impoſſibility to draw 20 gallons 
"af — from 1oo gallotis of Waſh: * | 
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